SCENES AND SONGS
Prologue: Alley
Santa Fe (Prologue)..................................................................................................Jack, Crutchie

Scene 1: Newsie Square
Carrying the Banner........................................................................................................... Newsies
Carrying the Banner (Reprise)......................................................................................... Newsies

Scene 2: Pulitzer’s Office
Scene 3: Street
Scene 4: Medda’s Theater
Just a Pretty Face......................................................................Medda Larkin, Ada, Ethel, Olive,

Scene 5: Newsie Square
The World Will Know.................................................................................................Jack, Newsies

Scene 6: Katherine’s Office
Watch What Happens...................................................................................................... Katherine

Scene 7: Newsie Square, Next Morning
Seize the Day................................................................................................. Davey, Jack, Newsies
Santa Fe...................................................................................................................................... Jack

Scene 8: The Refuge
Letter from The Refuge...................................................................................................... Crutchie

Scene 9: Newsie Square
King of New York............................................................................................. Newsies, Katherine

Scene 10: Medda’s Theater
Scene 11: Pulitzer’s Office, Afternoon
Scene 12: Medda’s Theater
Brooklyn’s Here........................................................... Spot Conlon, Brooklyn Newsies, Newsies

Scene 13: Newsie Square / Cellar Door
Seize the Day (Reprise)...................................................................................................... Newsies
Once and for All.................................Jack, Davey, Katherine, Les, Newsies, Working Children

Scene 14: Pulitzer’s Office
Scene 15: Newsie Square
Finale................................................................................................................................... Company

CREATIVE TEAM

Michael Ware, director
Michael holds a double degree in Education and Creative Industries
(Drama) from QUT, and a Performer’s Certificate from Trinity
College of London.
Michael has worked professionally as an actor and director in
Australia and the UK, and has been a Drama teacher in high
schools for over ten years. He has taught acting to students in
community groups from ages 10-18 and is renowned for his work in
musical theatre and Shakespeare. Michael has earned a reputation
for delivering high outcomes and quality experiences for his students, helping to give them every
chance of success as professionals in the industry.
In addition to his extensive experience as a performer, his experience as a director includes: The
Importance of Being Earnest for Iona College, West Side Story for Townsville Grammar School,
Mary Poppins (Associate Director), Hairspray (Director), and Cosi (Assisstant Director) for Brolga
Theatre and Convention Centre; A Midsummer Night’s Dream and God of Carnage for Zephyr Street
Performing Arts Community Theatre (Director); Oliver! for Macabre Theatre (Music Director and
Associate Director).

Matt Pearson, musical director
Multi-award winning vocal and music director (2012: Best Vocal
Director – Hairspray: The Musical; 2014: Best Vocal Director –
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street; 2021: Best Music
Director – Jersey Boys), Matt is a highly accomplished Conductor,
Music Director and Woodwind specialist.
He has taught at a number of local primary and secondary schools,
and served as a music specialist, teacher and Head of Youth
Theatre for The Spotlight Theatrical Company from 2013 – 2021,
where many of his former students have gone on to tertiary level study.
In 2022, Matt founded SONYQ EDGE PERFORMING ARTS to cater to the growing need for quality,
and extensive training in all areas of the performing arts. Currently, his students are working
towards SONYQ’S inaugural production – Rock of Ages: High School Edition.

CREATIVE TEAM

Holly Leeson, choreographer
Holly has had a varied career as a performer, choreographer and
teacher.
2019 saw Holly graduate from QUT with a Bachelor Degree in
Creative Industries, majoring in Drama and Dance, and a Bachelor
Degree of Human Services, specialising in youth work.
Holly has dedicated the majority of her career to artistic and
creative methods of community upskilling and re-engagement for
at-risk and disengaged young people (primarily living in residential
and foster care), and children and adults with physical and intellectual disabilities.
Holly is quite familiar to Beenleigh Theatre Group, having first started performing with the company
when she was 16. Since then she has continued to perform, dance captain and choreograph for
companies all across Logan, Brisbane and Gold Coast regions. Most recently she has choreographed
shows such as Rock Of Ages (BTG 2021), Seussical Kids and Addams Family Young@Part (Phoenix
Ensemble 2020). Holly is looking forward to bringing Disney’s Newsies Jr to life!

Lauren McNamara, production manager
Lauren is a young arts manager and educator from Brisbane who
is very excited to be bringing one of her favourite musicals to the
stage! Lauren moved to Sydney to undertake a Bachelor of Arts
(Music) at the University of Sydney and Sydney Conservatorium
of Music. Whilst there, she had the pleasure of directing, music
directing and producing a number of productions including
EDGES: a Song Cycle, The Drowsy Chaperone, and First Date: the
Musical. Upon graduation, Lauren moved to the USA where she
worked in the entertainment team at Walt Disney World. Since
returning to Australia in 2020, Lauren has completed a Master of
Arts and Cultural Management through the University of Melbourne, and now works as a musical
theatre teacher, dance studio manager and events assistant with Creative Generation - State Schools
Onstage. Lauren is incredibly passionate about finding new and exciting ways for young people to get
involved with the arts.

MEET THE CAST
Dérito Da Costa, Jack Kelly
Dérito is grateful for the opportunity to perform at Beenleigh theatre amongst
the talented cast of emerging artists in Newsies Jr. He cannot wait to sing,
dance, and act, while fighting for social justice with the Newsies. Theatre
highlights include: Rock of Ages (Lonny) 2022 Assisi Catholic College, Peter
Pan (Peter) 2022 Beenleigh Theatre Group, Grease (Kenickie) 2022 Assisi
Catholic College, Metamorphoses (Hades, Sleep, Amenias, Phaeton) 2021 Gold
Coast Little Theatre, Spamalot (ensemble) 2019 Saint Stephens College, The
Lion King (Banzai) 2018 Saint Stephens College. Dérito was awarded the Jock
and Beverly Mcllwain Youth Bursary award in 2021.

Alannah Eyerich, Katherine Plumber
Alannah is 17 years old and is very excited to be performing alongside the
cast of Newsies Jr as Katherine. She has performed in We Will Rock You
(Oz) LORDS Musical 2022, Down town (Dance Ensemble) Napa Ensemble
2021 and We Are the Mutable (Frankie) Queensland Theatre 2021.
She has performed in both group and solo eisteddfods with her studio
Academy Dance Studios and currently takes vocal lessons with Vanessa
Krummenacher and Douglas McRae. She hopes to continue her musical
theatre journey with Beenleigh Theatre Group.

Brock Drinkwater, Crutchie
Brock is a 14-year-old singer-songwriter guitarist and actor, who
is often found busking at local Gold Coast markets and performing
at community events. Brock is currently working on two other
musical theatre roles as Drew in Rock of Ages (Sonyqedge
Performing Arts) and Lucas in The Addams Family (Spotlight
Theatre). He hopes to pursue a career in music and was stoked
to land the role of Crutchie in this year’s Beenleigh Theatre
Production of the Disney classic, Newsies Jr.

Layla Warner, Medda
Layla is 15 years old and has been performing in musical theatre
since 2019. She has played many roles including Rajah in Aladdin
Jr (2019), Mal Beinike in Addams family jr (2020) and Margot in
Legally blonde jr (2021) all at Phoenix Ensemble’s PYP program.
As well as Newsies Jr, Layla is also currently in rehearsals to
play Alice in Alice in Wonderland at Phoenix Ensemble Youth
Performers (PYP) in December.

MEET THE CAST
Emma (Shroom) Zacaropoulos, Pulitzer
Emma (Shroom) is very enthusiastic about being part of the Newsies Jr.
cast. They have acted on stage ever since they were young, but only began
contributing in musical theatre recently. They’ve gained a lot of experience
from Spotlight Theatre Youth classes and want to continue performing
into adulthood. Emma (Shroom) has been in productions such as Grease,
Heathers and FAME, performing as leads and ensemble members. Although
Emma (Shroom) does not have much dancing experience, they have done
martial arts for 8 years; becoming a 3rd Dan Black Belt in Taekwondo.

Wyatt Scrimgeour, Les
Wyatt has loved performing from a young age, being a part of
Brickworks Drama in Auckland, New Zealand and Zig Zag Theatre
group here in the Gold Coast. Wyatt also had lead roles in two
schools musicals, firstly as Anastasia- the ugly stepsister in
Coomera Rivers production of “Cinderella Rockefeller”. Then as
Mr Wormwood in Foxwell State Secondary College production of
“Matilda”.

Mia Carey, Davey
Mia Carey is making her Beenleigh Theatre Group debut in Newsies Jr
and is thrilled to be playing the part of Davey. Previous roles include
Augustina in Cinderella Rockerfella (SBHSS), Saloon Girl in Curtains
(BCC) and most previously, Omar in Aladdin Jr (BCC). Mia has also
been in multiple media and TV campaigns, including, Tumbans, Georgini
Jewellery and Spur. She is so grateful to have worked with such an
outstanding cast and creative team and can’t wait to continue her musical
theatre journey.

Jasmyn Negrao, Dance Captain
Jasmyn undertakes dance training at Academy Dance Studios having received
dance awards including GCE and Murwillumbah Eisteddfod’s ‘Most Outstanding
Song and Dance Soloist’ and finalist in BPAC’s MT scholarship. While completing
senior schooling at Queensland Academies Creative Industries, Jasmyn has
performed in Hoods, The Laramie Project, Broadway Through the Ages, and
choreographed QACI’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Previous theatre roles
include Dance Captain in Godspell (Technicolour Theatre), Pinocchio in Pinocchio,
and ensemble in Jack & the Beanstalk, Alice in Wonderland, and Hansel & Gretel
at Spotlight Theatre. Jasmyn is thrilled to be a creative team and cast member
and is excited to share Newsies Jr.

MEET THE CAST
Aiden Barbour, Oscar Delancey
Aiden is very excited to appear in his first acting performance in Newsies Jnr
as Oscar Delancey. As this is his first year with BTG engaging in both Acting
and Speech & Drama classes. After performing at a recent Showcase night, he
unleashed a real passion for the stage. Along with his BTG classes, Aiden enjoys
skiing, swimming, abseiling, school choir and all outdoors adventures. He recently
did his first bungy jump in Cairns. He is 11yrs old and a top student, Maths being
his favourite subject.
Aiden would like to thank the support of his family, especially his beautiful mum
who picks him up from all his curricular activities. He is thrilled once again to be
part of this production. The first of many to come.....

Timothy Avery, Morris Delancey
Timothy is excited to play one of his favourite characters in Newsies Jr,
Morris Delancy. Timothy comes from a Musical and Theatrical family and
is a 3rd generation Beenleigh Theatre Group member. Timothy attends
Acting, Speech & Drama and Musical Theatre classes at Crete Street
Studio, he loves learning and engaging with his Tutors and classmates.
Newsies Jr will be Timothy’s first Musical at Crete Street Theatre, but not
his first time on the stage. Timothy recently performed in the CSS Mid-Year
Showcase and was a featured character in Beenleigh State High School’s
‘High School Spoofical’ in 2021.

Abigail Witham, Hazel
This is Abigail’s first full theatre production. Abigail is 13 years old.
She has been dancing for 11 years. She took acting classes at Crete
Street Theatre last year, she began her singing lessons this year.
She is excited to be apart of Newsies Jr and to perform on stage.
Abigail would like to thank the cast and crew for being amazing.

Antigone Stahelin-Hall, Bill & Scabs
Antigone began dancing at the age of 3 at Georgie’s School of Theatre Arts. She also
danced with the UK professional ballet company, Ballet Lorent. Antigone has won
roles in Macbeth and A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, and has danced in several
dance shows. She dances in her school dance competition teams and enjoys singing
in choirs. Antigone loves dancing and Harry Potter. She also loves travelling with
her family and her favourite place was Finland, though it was a bit cold at -41
degrees, but the snow and icicles were fun! This is her first production in Australia.

MEET THE CAST
Aurora Blench, Buttons, Hannah & Dorothy
Aurora is 13 years old and has a strong passion for singing, acting, and
dancing. Aurora has been in the Little Mermaid Jr and Seussical the
Musical, as well as doing monologues and duologues from the Secret
Garden, Peter Pan and Narnia. Aurora has completed 10 years of dancing
at Raz and Dynamite studios Australia including studying and performing
in Jazz and Lyrical. Aurora has been singing since she was 9 years old at
GK vocal coaching. Aurora studied acting at the Warehouse in Helensvale
in 2021, then moved to Crete Street theatre at the start of 2022.

Zoe Clough, Olive
This is Zoe’s theatrical debut and she is eager to discover what her future
holds in the theatre. Zoe is very passionate about singing, acting and
making friends where she can. She takes singing lessons and always
seeks opportunities to do what she loves. Zoe is always looking for new
things to learn and has found a love and passion for theatre and acting.
She can’t wait to perform on stage, act along side of the amazing cast and
crew, and represent herself and Beenleigh Theatre Group through the
entertaining show of “Newsies!”

Danielle Johnson, Nancy & Sietz
Danielle Johnson is 14 years old and has participated in Aladdin the
musical at Emmaus college for the choir in 2016 and has also participated
in the 2022 scene project for Rivermount College and is ecstatic to have
landed the roles of Nancy and Seitz in Newsies Jr. Danielle is currently
taking acting and speech classes at Beenleigh theatre group as well as
singing lessons and Drama at school. Danielle is excited to be in Newsies
Jr because she has always loved the idea of being in a broadway musical
and also wants to become an actor later in life.

Emily Stevens, Spot
Emily has been dancing since the age of 5 at Tahnee and Cloudland and she is
part of several eisteddfod teams! Since the moment she hit the stage her love of
performing just keeps growing.
Newsies Jr is Emily’s first musical production and she’s very excited to be a part
of such an amazing show. When Emily found out she got a part she cried as it made
her day! She would like to thank her family and teachers for all their love and
support!

MEET THE CAST
Tora Miller, JoJo
Tora who plays the character named JoJo, her first time in a musical
performance. Super excited to be in Newsies junior . She loves dancing at
QDC, singing with her family and have fun. She has performed on stage for
sing and dance solo throughout the year.

Georgia Wellburn, Muriel
Georgia is a passionate Musical Theatre performer that has been
performing on stage since 6 years old in Eisteddfords and Community
Theatre. Georgia’s most recent musical theatre highlights include
playing Alex The Lion in Spotlight Youth Theatres production of
Madagascar Jr in 2022, and Miss Hannigan in Spotlight Youth Theatres
Annie Jr. in 2021. Georgia has big dreams to have a long Career on stage
and will continue to take every learning opportunity to get there. She is
so excited to be involved with Newsies Jr and the incredible production
team.

Henrietta Stahelin-Hall, Race
Henrietta began dancing at the age of 7 at Georgie’s School of Theatre
Arts and has also danced with the UK professional ballet company, Ballet
Lorent. She was selected for a TV Academy course, and has been cast in
many plays, including Macbeth and A Midsummers Night’s Dream. She
has performed in multiple dance shows. Her most recent production, and
her first in Australia, was Beauty and The Beast. Henrietta has sung in
several choirs. In her spare time she can be found with her nose in a book,
or living life at one hundred miles an hour. There’s no inbetween!!

Addison Kallio, Specks
Newsies Jr. will be Addison’s first musical production and she is
super excited to be part of the show. Addison loves singing, dancing
and acting and can’t wait to perform for an audience for the first
time. Her other interests outside of the theatre include karate, for
which she is orange belt and touch footy. Addison is very thankful
for her family and their support to do what she loves.

MEET THE CAST
Isabella Dagg, Ethel
Isabella is so excited to be part of the Newsies Jr cast, meet new people
and make amazing memories! She has previously been in Gypsy, Blood
Brothers, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and Peter
Pan at Beenleigh Theatre Group as well as Big Fish at Phoenix Ensemble.
Isabella currently studies dance at Dynamite Studios in lyrical, jazz,
contemporary and is working towards her Cert lll in dance. The Newsies Jr
cast has been so much fun to work with and she hopes you enjoy watching
the show just as much as she enjoys being in it!

Kendell Bennett, Bunsen
Kendell is 14 and has always wanted to be a actress. She has been at BTG
for about 2 years and has done Choir as well. Kendell is so excited to be
in the show and hopes there will be many more to come. Kendell has also
been practicing makeup in her free time, such as natural and creative
makeup.

Lilah Tindall, Tommy Boy
Lilah has had an excitement and passion for musical theatre since she
was a small child. Her Spotify playlist is full on music from Grease to
Heathers. Lilah as been a member of Jetts and Crete Street Theatre since
she was six and loves every minute of it! Through this, Lilah has been
a part of performances such as Aristocats, The Jungle Book and The
Fantastic Mr Fox to name a few. Although she is no stranger to being on
stage, Newsies Jr is her first full length production she has been a part of.

Lilly-Ann, Romeo & Pat
Lilly has worked on many musicals, some of which included High School Musical
Jr, Matilda, School Of Rock and Legally Blonde. In the future Lilly wants to study
musical theatre and eventually open a performing arts high school or pursue
musical theatre professionally. Lilly has thoroughly enjoyed working on newsies!

MEET THE CAST
Mackenzie Knyvett, Ada
Mackenzie enjoys performing and watching theatre performances.
Mackenzie has been a student at Beenleigh Theatre Group for 2 years
where she studies Musical Theatre and Acting. Away from the theatre
Mackenzie enjoys her other dance classes which consist of Hip Hop and Tap
lessons, she is also involve and has performed in her high school musical
and performing arts night. Mackenzie is excited to be a part of the Newsies
Jr ensemble playing Ada.

Madalyn Davies, Albert
Madalyn Davies is 14 years old and is an arts enthusiast. Her passion is
musical theatre and Drama. She enjoys singing with Studio empire and
dancing at Dance Force. She loves painting, drawing and being crafty in
general.
This production marks her 18th show in all and this is her 1st
performance with Beenleigh Theatre Group. She thoroughly enjoys being
onstage. She has recently been a part of a TV series filmed on the Gold
Coast.

Alyssa Burnett, Wiesel / Roosevelt
Alyssa has been part of numerous productions: Fame the musical, performed at the
HOTA, ‘Joan’ in the BTG’s Peter Pan, Becky in Embrace Program’s filming project
of ‘Waitress’ the Musical, ‘Merriman’ in The importance of Being Ernest, and in
Romeo and Juliet as ‘Mercutio’, ‘Hamelette’ as the title role ‘Hamelette’, ‘Sarah’ in
Tugun Theatre’s “The Kidnap Game.” Alyssa is completing the Diploma of Screen
and Media (Cinemagraphic Makeup) She also completed her Level 4 Trinity
College, London Speech and Drama certificate with a High Distinction, currently
completing Level 8.
Alyssa has enjoyed being part of the cast of “Newsies” and thanks, the team for
everything she has learned and hopes you enjoy the show!

Renae Young, Snyder & Darcy
Renae is 14 years old and is so excited to be apart of Newsies Jr. This is
her first ever big production. She loves to tell characters stories and has
wanted to be and actor since she was 11 years old. Renae has recently
participated in Opera Queensland School Residency Program and has
been in the mid and end of year showcases as part of Crete Street Studio
acting classes. Renae has a passion for bringing characters to life, with
storytelling and script writing. She likes nothing more than the buzz of
showtime!

MEET THE CAST
Ava Keenan, Newsies Ensemble
Ava loves performing in Newsies Jnr as she loves having fun, meeting new
people with making new friends as she goes, everyone in this musical is
very nice and approachable. Being in this musical it has shown me how to
act, sing (louder), dance, having fun with getting dressed up for the parts
in which she is acting. Ava is in one of the theatre groups called Jets which
she attends to every week and loves learning new things every week when
attending class, Ava loves horse riding, playing on her scooter, having fun
with friends and artwork.

Phoebe Alice Larkin, Newsies Ensemble
Ever since learning to walk and talk Phoebe has been singing and dancing
to her own beat. Attending various productions from a very early age
Phoebe has always enjoyed the magic of the theatre. In March of this
year Phoebe joined BTG’s JETS classes to develop her natural creativity,
and find others who share her love of performance. Newsies Jr. will be
Phoebe’s debut to the main stage, and she couldn’t be more excited to be
part of the show.

Levi Miller, Newsies Ensemble
Levi is excited to be in Newsies Jr! First time in a full musical
performance. He joined the performance, as he shows interest in acting
and dancing. He does tap and musical theatre lessons throughout the
term.

Production Credits
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Now is the time to Seize the Day!
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